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TECHNICAL SPECS DIGITAL GUIDELINES
The Columbian accepts electronic advertising generated 
in PDF format for direct transfer into our digital system. 
Adhering to these guidelines and direct electronic transfer 
ensures the printed product is of original quality. 

STANDARD ROP PAGE
6 columns by 21.5” deep
Column width . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inches
1 column . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.798”
2 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.764”
3 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.729”
4 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.694”
5 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.66”
6 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.625”
Standard double truck  . . . . . .24.125”

TABLOID ROP PAGE
5 columns by 11.5” deep
Tabloid double truck . . . . . . . . . .20.5”

THREE COLUMN FLEXIE
3 columns by 9.5” deep
Column width . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inches
1 column . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.39”
2 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.9”
3 columns  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.5”

FOUR COLUMN FLEXIE
4 columns by 9.5” deep
Ad size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Inches
Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5” x 9.5”
1/2 Page Vertical  . . . . . 3.667” x 9.5”
1/2 Page Horizontal . . . . 7.5” x 4.75”
1/4 Page . . . . . . . . . . . 3.667” x 4.75”
1/8 Page . . . . . . . . . . . 3.667” x 2.50”

COLOR

BRICK Pantone 201

C-0 / M-100 / Y-63 / K-29

BRILLIANT RED Pantone 032

C-0 / M-90 / Y-86 / K-0

NAVY Pantone 295

C-100 / M-57 / Y-0 / K-40

KELLY GREEN Pantone 354

C-80 / M-0 / Y-90 / K-0

GOLD Pantone 124

C-0 / M-28 / Y-100 / K-6

DARK GREEN Pantone 349

C-100 / M-0 / Y-91 / K-42

TEAL Pantone 327

C-100 / M-0 / Y-44 / K-17

PURPLE Pantone 266

C-79 / M-90 / Y-0 / K-0 

REFLEX BLUE Pantone Reflex Blue

C-100 / M-73 / Y-0 / K-2

ORANGE Pantone 165

C-0 / M-59 / Y-96 / K-0

BROWN Pantone 168

C-0 / M-57 / Y-100 / K-59

CERISE Pantone 246

C-29 / M-90 / Y-0 / K-0

PROCESS COLOR INK
The Columbian stocks 15 standard ink colors. 
All rates are per color, black is excluded from 
color charge. Color is available every day and in 
most of The Columbian’s products, but color page 
positions are limited due to press restrictions.

CUSTOM COLOR INK
If a special color is required (ex: reproducing company color logo) 
The Columbian can create a special color ink to match desired color. Custom color 
charge is $125 per color each time in addition to the process color charge.

CYAN MAGENTAMAGENTA

YELLOW

HOW TO SEND TO US – DATA DELIVERY
•  FTP to our site: www.columbianftp.com
• Adsend   • Compact Disc   • DVD

DIGITAL SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Ads must be in-house by normal space deadline and a hard 
copy provided.

PREFERRED AD FILE FORMAT
Press-ready PDF  (PDF/X-1a:2001 preferred)

COMPRESSION
PDF formatting provides preferred compression.

ART & COMPONENT FILE FORMATS
PDF (.pdf)       EPS (.eps)       TIFF (.tif)       JPG (.jpg)

SOFTWARE WE SUPPORT
Macintosh OS X
Adobe Photoshop CS3 Adobe InDesign CS3
Adobe Illustrator CS3 Adobe Acrobat

OTHER SOFTWARE
We do not support Microsoft Publisher. Consult our 
prepress department for support on any other software 
other than those listed above.

FONTS
The Columbian uses postscript type-1 fonts. We are 
prohibited by law to use fonts we do not legally own. 
In a submitted document requiring linking to fonts, 
The Columbian will replace those fonts with fonts we 
legally own, to our best matching capability.

STANDARD DPI RESOLUTION
300 dpi (dots per inch)

STANDARD LPI
Newsprint – 102 lpi (lines per inch)
Glossy – 133 lpi (lines per inch)
(lpi is normally set at our RIP)

COLOR
Palette colors should be saved to accept both CMYK 
conversions and spot color conversion if applicable. 
We do not support RGB color formatting.  

DOT GAIN & TOTAL INK LIMIT
Newsprint dot gain = 30%
Newsprint total ink limit = 240%
Glossy dot gain = 5-10%
Glossy total ink limit = 320% 

HAIRLINES
We require a minimum .5 point rule hairline.

VIRUS PROTECTION
All files are scanned for viruses. 
Any files found to be infected will be rejected.

QUESTIONS?
Feel free to call our Prepress Department. 
We’re here to help! 360-735-4424.

MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES
•  Proofs are for corrections, excessive changes after first proof $80 per 

hour, minimum $20.
• Ad provided to reciprocal publication $40. Ask for details.
•  Photography available for use in Columbian products – $80 per hour.

CUSTOM ART CHARGES
Cost to create custom art, repair or cleanup existing art for use in 
Columbian products – $80 per hour. 
Cost to Purchase custom art – $160 per hour. 
One hour minimum charge.

HOME BOOK
Full Page: 7.5”x9.5” Full Page Bleed (Available for Glossy Pages Only)
1/2 Page/H 7.5”x4.687” Bleed: 8.75”x11.25”  Trim: 8.25x10.75”
1/2 Page/V 3.5”x9.5” Live Area: 7.75x10.25”


